Wisdom, and Destiny

shall dare to reply? The soul that is
meekly honest must ever consider the
simplest, the nearest duty to be the
best of all things it can do; but yet
were there cause for regret had all men
for all time restricted themselves to the
duty that lay nearest at hand. In each
generation some men have existed who
held in all loyalty that they fulfilled the
duties of the passing hour by pondering
on those of the hour to come. Most
thinkers will say that these men were
right. It is well that the thinker should
give his thoughts to the world, though
it must be admitted that wisdom befinds
itself sometimes in the reverse of the
sage's pronouncement. This matters but
little, however; for, without such pro-
nouncement, the wisdom had not stood
revealed ; and the sage has accomplished
his duty.